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Juan Peérez-Gimeénez

Juan Manuel Pérez-Giménez (born March 28, 1941) (died December 10, 2020)

was a Senior United States District Judge of the United States District Court for Juan Pérez-Giménez

the District of Puerto Rico. Senior Judge of the United States
District Court for the District of
Puerto Rico
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Federal judicial service Chief Judge of the United States
. District Court for the District of
Controversial case Puerto Rico
References In office

Preceded by Juan R. Torruella

Succeeded by Gilberto Gierbolini-
Ortiz

. . . . . . Judge of the United States
Born in Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico, Pérez-Giménez received a Bachelor of Arts District Court for the District of

degree from the University of Puerto Rico in 1963, a Master of Business Puerto Rico
Administration from George Washington University in 1965, and a Bachelor of
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States Attorney for the District of Puerto Rico from 1971 to 1975. He was a
United States Magistrate Judge for the District of Puerto Rico from 1975 to | Appointed by Jimmy Carter

(1]
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At the age of 79 Judge Perez Giménez passed on December 10, 2020. by 92 Stat. 1629

Succeeded by Francisco Besosa

Federal judicial service Personal details
Born Juan Manuel
On October 23, 1979, Pérez-Giménez was nominated by President Jimmy Carter Pérez-Giménez
to a new seat on the United States District Court for the District of Puerto Rico March 28, 1941
created by 92 Stat. 1629. He was confirmed by the United States Senate on Rio Piedras,
December 5, 1979, and received his commission the following day. He served as Puerto Rico
Chief Judge from 1984 to 1991, and assumed senior status on March 28, 2006.1]
Died December 10,
C . l 2020
ontroversial case Guaynabo, Puerto
Rico
On October 21, 2014, Pérez-Giménez upheld Puerto Rico's ban on same-sex
marriage, but the 1st Circuit sent the case back to the trial court after the Supreme | Education University of
Court's June 2015 ruling in Obergefell v. Hodges striking down marriage bans Puerto Rico (B.A.)
nationwide. The appeals court ordered Pérez-Giménez to "further consider” the George
matter "in light of Obergefell," adding that the appeals court judges "agree with Washington
the parties...that the ban is unconstitutional." Nonetheless, in March 2016, Pérez- University (M.B.A.)
Giménez upheld the ban for a second time, ruling that the Supreme Court's ruling University of

does not apply to a territory like Puerto Rico. On April 7, 2016, the Court of
Appeals overturned Pérez-Giménez' ruling, stating that it "errs in so many respects
that it is hard to know where to begin." The case was assigned to a different judge
for final disposition.
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Press Release

In Memoriam

Honorable Juan M. Pérez-Giménez
United States District Judge
1941 - 2020

It is with a heavy heart that we inform that Judge Juan M. Pérez-Giménez, “Juan Ma” to his
close friends, passed away on December 10, 2020. Just a few days earlier, on December 5,
2020, he celebrated his forty-first anniversary as a United States district judge. Judge Pérez-
Giménez served forty-five years on the Bench, including four years as a United States magistrate
judge. While this information seems rather matter-of-fact, it takes on a different light at this
time because for Judge Pérez-Giménez his longevity in public service, first as an assistant
United States attorney and lastly on the federal Bench, was a matter of special satisfaction,
second only to the immense pride he felt for his family.

Today, the United States District Court for the District of Puerto Rico —its judges and staff, past
and present— mourns the passing of a judge who epitomized service to others. He served as
mentor to several generations of law clerks, including Chief Judge Gustavo A. Gelpi, initiating
them in the legal profession with a steady hand, and by his own example. His chambers were
characterized by long work hours, critical thinking, respect for the rule of law, and the highest
ethical and moral standards. He ruled his courtroom firmly, efficiently, and respectfully, and
approached difficult and particularly complex or controversial cases with a lion’s heart and
fierce intellect. Those closest to Judge Pérez-Giménez are lucky to know his sharp sense of
humor, his hand on their shoulder in difficult times, his comforting words in the hardest times,
and an unexpected gesture when needed. Above all, Judge Pérez-Giménez exemplified true
honor — in the words of Atticus Finch, “The one thing that doesn’t abide by majority rule is a
person’s conscience.”

A man of immense faith, he was committed to God above everything, quietly and unswervingly,
and to the sanctity of his family. Judge Pérez-Giménez was a devoted husband to Carmen
Regina, and proud father to Juan Carlos, Jorge, José, Aleli, and Malena. And, of course, he
delighted us all with accounts of his grandchildren whom he deeply loved. Our deepest
condolences to them for their personal loss.

For more information, visit the USDCPR’s Internet website (http://www.prd.uscourts.gov),
Twitter Account (@USCourtsDPR) or call 787-772-3000.
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TRIBUNALES

Fallece el juez federal Juan M. Perez Gimeénez

El togado tenia 79 afios al momento de su deceso

El juez federal Juan Pérez Giménez.

El juez Juan Pérez Giménez (https://www.prd.uscourts.gov/juan-m-p%C3%A9rez-gim%C3
%A9nez-1979-present-0), quien desde 1979 presidiéo muchos litigios en el Distrito de Puerto Rico del
Tribunal Federal, muri6 esta manana, confirmé Jorge Soltero Palés, portavoz de este organismo
judicial en la isla.

Por el momento, se desconocen las causas del fallecimiento del juez, que tenia 79 afnos.
Pérez Giménez se mantenia como un juez senior, por lo que continuaba presidiendo casos aunque con
una carga de trabajo menor que la usual para un juez federal.

“Puedo confirmar que si. Falleci6 esta manana”, expres6 Soltero Pales.

Entre los casos que recientemente comenzoé a presidir esta el que se litiga en contra de la
exrepresentante Maria Milagros Charbonier. (https://www.elnuevodia.com/topicos/maria-
milagros-charbonier/)

Soltero Palés indic6 que el Distrito de Puerto Rico del Tribunal Federal emitira una declaraciéon mas
tarde en el dia con detalles adicionales del deceso.

Segun la biografia de Pérez Giménez en el portal del tribunal, el juez nacio6 el 28 de marzo en 1941 en
Rio Piedras, hijo de inmigrantes espanoles. Tuvo cinco hijos y 13 nietos.

En el 1963 obtuvo su bachillerato en la Universidad de Puerto Rico (UPR) y tuvo una maestria en
George Washington University en el 1965. Ya para el 1968 habia terminado sus estudios en derecho e la
UPR.

Su practica legal comenzo en el area laboral en la firma Goldman, Antonetti & Subira. En el 1971
empezo a trabajar en el Departamento de Justicia federal, en el area de litigios civiles. Tras sustituir a
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un fiscal en un litigio criminal solicité un cambio para esta division. Su trabajo capté la atencién del
entonces del juez presidente del Distrito, José V. Toledo, quien le exhort6 que solicitara una plaza
como magistrado federal, posicidon que ejercio entre el 1975 y el 1979, cuando fue nombrado juez. Al
cumplir los 65 anos en el 2006 pasoé a ser juez senior, reduciendo su carga de trabajo.

Pérez Giménez presidioé por décadas sobre el caso Morales Feliciano en el que se denunciaba
violaciones de derechos humanos contra los confinados. Se trata de un caso que todavia permanece
activo y regula buena parte de las operaciones de la Administraciéon de Tribunales. También fue el juez
de numerosos casos civiles, de corrupcion gubernamental, de drogas y por los actos de desobediencia
civil en los terrenos de la Marina de Guerra en Vieques.

La jueza presidenta del Tribunal Supremo, Maite Oronoz Rodriguez, lament6 el deceso de jurista que
presidio el Distrito de Puerto Rico del Tribunal Federal entre el 1984 y el 1991.

“Desde que asumio6 el cargo, el Juez Pérez Giménez presidio6 cientos de casos sobre derechos civiles y
criminales de gran impacto para Puerto Rico. A lo largo de su extensa carrera se destac) en la
judicatura y fue mentor y un modelo a seguir dentro y fuera del estrado, tanto para sus oficiales
juridicos, como para sus compafieros jueces y abogados. El poder judicial federal y la comunidad legal
que se benefici6 de su experiencia y servicio durante muchos afios hoy lamenta su partida”, expresé
Oronoz Rodriguez en declaraciones escritas.

“Todas las Juezas Asociadas y los Jueces Asociados del Tribunal Supremo expresamos nuestro pesar
por su partida y extendemos nuestro abrazo solidario a su familia y amigos”, afiadio.

Por su parte, el jefe de la fiscalia federal en Puerto Rico, W. Stephen Muldrow, expreso sus
condolencias a nombre de la oficina que lidera. “Honramos la vida y el legado del honorable Juan Perez
Giménez por sus muchos afios dedicados al servicio publico. Era un defensor ante la corte, un
interrogador incisivo, un escritor claro y cuidadoso y un modelo de dignidad y civismo. Extiendo
nuestras profundas condolencias a su familia, sus colegas en la Corte, sus oficiales juridicos que lo
conocian y lo admiraban”, expresé6 Muldrow en un comunicado de prensa.
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